10/8/2018 Prayerful Process Continues: GC ADCOM Embraces Unity :: Adventist News Network

ADVENTIST NEWS NETWORK®

The official news service of the Seventh-day Adventist world church

NEWS (/)

NEWS MENU Search...

Prayerful Process Continues: GC ADCOM Embraces Unity

Sep 07,2018 | Silver Spring, Maryland, United States | GC Executive Committee Newsletter editorial team

Executive Committee Newsletter editorial committee ‘.@.‘_
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

The General Conference Administrative Committee (ADCOM) of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church recently took action to further support and embrace the unity of the
global church, and to complement church policies already in place.

The Adventist church operates in more than 200 countries, grows at more than four
percent per year, and establishes more than 30 new groups of believers each day. Growth
and diversity require flexibility, always in the context of holding fast to Biblical truth
and best practices of operating.
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Decisions regarding agenda items are determined by majority vote. Most agenda items
for the world church come from processes previously agreed upon or as a result of input
from elected members of the General Conference Executive Committee.

On July 17, 2018, the General Conference (GC) ADCOM established five compliance

committees to serve unity, helping retain voted church beliefs and operating procedures

and process. The terms of reference for these committees are available here
(https://news.adventist.org/fileadmin/news.adventist.org/files/news/documents/Compliance-
Committees-Terms-of-Reference.pdf). The names of the committees and those elected

to committee membership can be found at the end of this article.

Two Primary Expressions

The establishment of the five compliance committees resulted from two primary
expressions of the world church:

1. A worldwide survey conducted by the church’s Office of Archives, Statistics, and
Research of church leaders, including all union presidents, showed strong
support for some type of consequences for entities not in compliance with voted
actions of GC Sessions and of the GC Executive Committee. Results of the survey were
published on March 23, 2018, by Adventist News Network (ANN)
(https://news.adventist.org/en/all-news/news/go/2018-03-23/survey-results-
presented-to-unity-oversight-committee-qualitative-research-
continues/)and Adventist Review (https://www.adventistreview.org/church-
news/story5966-survey-results-presented-to-unity-oversight-committee-
qualitative-research-continues), and in the April 2018 GC Executive Committee
Newsletter (https://executivecommittee.adventist.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/ECN-April-2018.pdf)(ECN).

2. For several years General Conference Executive Committee members have correctly
observed that non-compliance to GC Session and Executive Committee actions can be
found in several areas of church practice and operation. Repeatedly, questions have
been posed asking why church leadership has not addressed these issues. This action
by ADCOM responds to those concerns.

The purpose of these committees is to have a group of qualified people, upon the
recommendation of GC ADCOM, look into reported non-compliant practices. The goal of
each committee is to focus the church on its mission and message, using a redemptive
approach to achieve church unity. In addressing compliance issues, this model could
also be adopted by other levels of church organization.
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As explained in the vote taken by the GC ADCOM, the subcommittee process begins
with a referral from the GC ADCOM and thereafter follows the normal practice of gaining
wide input, building a majority consensus through the GC ADCOM, General Conference
and Division Officers (GCDO), and the General Conference Executive Committee.

A Common Understanding

Church authority is owned by the membership of the church. The decisions that come
out of GC Sessions and Executive Committee meetings endorse Biblical beliefs and define
church operating policy and practice. It is Biblical for people and organizations to work
together with a common understanding that the message and mission found in God’s
Word might circle the globe.

Hensley Moorooven, secretary of the GC ADCOM makes this prayerful appeal: “What we
really need is to have the church be found on their knees, praying for the Holy Spirit to
draw us together. Regardless of where on the continuum we come from, we have a
mission and we have a message, and that needs to become the focus of the church. That
is the appeal of the leadership of the General Conference, of the divisions, unions,
conferences, pastors, and members. Let us be on our knees.”
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