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TYPES OF 
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Social 
Media

Church 
Website

Bulletin

Service 
Slides

Event 
Flyer

P R I N T   

In your local church context, you will likely have opportunities to design for event 

flyers/posters, the church bulletin, church newsletter, and more.

M O B I L E   

There’s a variety of graphic design applications for mobile, but the one you’ll 

probably run into the most is social media.

W E B   

Website design has some intricacies versus print and mobile, but there are also 

many shared foundational principles of good design.



3

CLARITY IN 
COMMUNICATION 
IS THE #1 PRIORITY
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BAD DESIGN GOOD DESIGN
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TODAY’S 
PRESENTATION

HIERARCHY

COLOR

TYPE

IMAGES



HIERARCHY
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ALL ABOUT 
HIERARCHY

P L A C E M E N T / P O S I T I O N
Readers follow predictable patterns when looking at designs, 

but positioning elements strategically can guide their eyes.

S I Z E / S C A L E
Size is an excellent tool to designate the most important part 

of a design, overriding other conventions.

C O L O R / C O N T R A S T
Using color or other properties to draw a contrast between 

different elements can be quite effective to guide attention.

PAT T E R N / D I R E C T I O N
The relationship between elements of your design tells a story. 

Create unexpected patterns or directions to designate importance.

Hierarchy is one of the most important 

things to consider when you are seeking to 

communicate effectively with a design. After 

all, the art with which information is placed 

together in a design is the essence of graphic 

design. Ask yourself: What information 

included here is the most important? 

Here are a few tools to consider when it 

comes to visual hierarchy.



THE F-PATTERN



THE Z-  
PATTERN
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8 SECONDS IS ALL 
YOU HAVE TO SHARE 
YOUR MESSAGE.

http://lineaforma.com/designing-for-the-short-attention-span-era/
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6  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  V I S U A L  H I E R A R C H Y
https://99designs.com/blog/tips/6-principles-of-visual-hierarchy/

C A PT U R E  AT T E N T I O N  W I T H  V I S U A L  
H I E R A R C H Y
https://alvalyn.com/capture-attention-with-visual-hierarchy/

1 2  V I S U A L  H I E R A R C H Y  P R I N C I P L E S  
E V E R Y  N O N - D E S I G N E R  N E E D S  T O  K N O W
https://visme.co/blog/visual-hierarchy/



COLOR THEORY
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COLOR CALCULATOR
https://www.sessions.edu/color-calculator/



TYPOGRAPHY
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Aa Aa
serif

Aa Aa

Aa AA



SANS SERIF FONT CLASSIFICATIONS
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http://www.designishistory.com/1450/type-classification/   /   https://www.typewolf.com/top-10-humanist-sans-serif-fonts

Gill Sans
H U M A N I S T  
Humanist sans-serif typefaces show evidence of a human holding a pen. 
They have roots in calligraphy and evoke a feeling of warmth and 
personality. Example: Gill Sans.

Futura
G E O M E T R I C  
Geometric sans-serif typefaces, as their name implies, are based on 
geometric forms. In some cases letters, such as the lower case 'o', are 
perfect geometric forms. Example: Futura.

Helvetica
T R A N S I T I O N A L  
Closely related to the characteristics of transitional serifed typefaces, 
these typefaces include a more upright axis and a uniform stroke. 
Example: Helvetica.

http://www.designishistory.com/1450/type-classification/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gill_Sans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Futura_%28typeface%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helvetica


SERIF FONT CLASSIFICATIONS
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Garamond
O L D  S T Y L E  
The Old Style or Humanist serif typefaces developed in the 15th and 
16th centuries and are characterized by a low contrast in stroke weight 
and angled serifs. Example: Garamond.

Bodoni
M O D E R N  
Modern serifed typefaces developed in the late 18th and early 19th 
century and were a radical break from the traditional typography of the 
time with high contrast of strokes, straight serifs and a totally vertical 
axis. Example: Bodoni.

Baskerville
T R A N S I T I O N A L  
The bridge for the gap between Old Style and Modern serifed typefaces, 
Transitional type has a more vertical axis and sharper serifs than 
humanist forms. Example: Baskerville.



SERIF FONT CLASSIFICATIONS
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Rockwell
E G Y P T I A N  
Egyptian, or slab-serifed, typefaces have heavy serifs and were used for 
decorative purposes and headlines because the heavy serifs impeded 
legibility at small point sizes. Example: Rockwell.



O N E .  Find the appropriate font for the intended purpose – 

many fonts are specifically designed and thus best suited for 

things like headings, paragraphs, captions, and more. 

T W O .  Prioritize readability. Some fonts can be really tough 

to read. Use these sparingly and only in certain areas, like 

headings. Ensure important info is always clear.

T H R E E .  Consider contrasting and complementary 

characteristics when choosing fonts for a project. Never 

choose two fonts that are too similar or clashing.

TYPOGRAPHY 
BASICS



https://inkbotdesign.com/font-combinations/



https://inkbotdesign.com/font-combinations/



IMAGES
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ORIGINAL IMAGES  
ARE ALWAYS BEST
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But when original images are not possible, there are many 

free stock photo sites where you can download high-

quality photos that are licensed for use in any of your 

projects.  

Some of these sites require you to cite your source in your 

final project, so be sure to read the fine print to be sure 

that your use of the image is within the rights permitted by 

the source.

WHATEVER YOU DO
Regardless of whether you choose to use original or stock 

images, though, know that you must have explicit rights to 

the photos you choose to use. This means that saving 

images from a Google image search doesn’t mean that 

they’re permitted for public use. Look for the words 

“Creative Commons License.”



RECOMMENDED TOOLS

30

CANVA - DESIGN PROGRAM

Canva is a free program used to 

create graphics of all types, with 

lots of added helpful features.

www.canva.com

PEXELS - STOCK PHOTOS

Millions of high quality free stock 

photos and videos you can 

download and use anywhere.

www.pexels.com

GOOGLE FONTS - FONTS

Google Fonts is a library of 1,430 

open source font families and APIs 

for convenient use

www.fonts.google.com

TOURBOX - EDITING CONTROLLER

Tourbox is a physical console that 

helps streamline your workflow by 

making shortcuts accessible.

www.tourboxtech.com
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Lauren Lacson, M.A. 
Director, SCC Communication & 
Media Production 

        llacson@sccsda.org 

        818.546.8461

CONNECT 


